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Problan s of oilsource correlation for m arine reservoirs in Paleozoic
craton area in Tarimn basin and future direction of research
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Abstract Understanding of the major source rocks of oil in marine reservoirs in the Paleozoic craton area is ak
ways a controversial issue because of the high mature to ovem ature Canbrian source rocks and the lin ited distri
bution of the encountered U pper O rdovician L ianglitage Fom ation source rocks Based on study of the geoche-
m ical behaviors of oils it is believed that the oil in m arine reservoirs ismainly of oil generated during oil gene-
rating peak to late generating stage There is an obvious difference bet een the oil and the m aturity of Canbrian
source 1ocks the basin is characterized by multistage reservoiring of oils generated by multiple sets of source
rocks and the oils have experienced secondary alteration therefore the use of biom arkers for oilsource correla-
tion is restricted in the Paleozoic craton area Future study should be focused on the evolutionary pattem of spe-
cific biam atkers of the Upper O rdovician L ianglitage Fom ation source rocks that are now n the range of “ oil
window” stage and the themal evolution of Low er Paleozoic source rocks
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